Jesus said.: I am the light of the world,
Whoever follows me will have the light of life! John 8:12
Our Mission: ‘Be the light’
Friday 28™ November 2025

Dear parents/carers,

News from this week... We had a lovely afternoon with Y4 families making
Angels of Hope. We are going to share these with

Y4 craft Stay and Pray people around the local community, as part of our
mission to share hope with others.

Y3 Reading Café

We welcomed Y3 parents
and carers to our Reading
café this morning. We hope
you enjoyed the lovely
reading time (and the
biscuits!)




Attendance for this week

Year Group |+ Attendance [
Year 5 99.7%
Year 3 99.3% Our school target is set by
Year 6 98.8% the government and for
Year R 98.0% this year, is 97.7%
Year 4 96.7%
Year 2 96.2%
Year 1 90.4%
Year N2 89.5%

Leave of Absence

When you plan to take your child out of school, it is important that a leave of absence
form is completed in advance of the absence. As a school, we are legally responsible
for knowing where every child is during the school day and why they are absent.
Informing us in advance ensures we are safeguarding our children and avoids any
unnecessary escalation to relevant authorities. It is for the same reason that we
require the form to be completed in its entirety, including address while not in school.

Advent Calendar donations

We have had a very generous donation of 210 chocolate advent calendars to school.
Every child will be bringing one home with them tonight. These were donated by Leo
Young’s mum from her family business. As these are donations, we cannot
guarantee that they are suitable for children with dietary restrictions or
allergies. Therefore could parents please check ingredients to decide
whether their child can safely have the chocolate. A huge thank you to Leo’s
mum for this very generous donation.

Safe Parking

Just a reminder that parents/carers should not park on the zigzag lines outside the
school gates. This is a health and safety risk to the children walking in and out of
school. Also, a reminder that all pedestrians should come in through the pedestrian
side gate and not the car park gates.

Pick up time

Please make sure you stand further back in the school playground when we bring the
children out at bell time. It can be really difficult to see parents clearly and safely
dismiss when parents are crowding round the door. Many thanks for your support.
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Feeding Families

We are starting to collect in items for our feeding families donation. The list is shown
below. Please send any donations in next week with your child in a carrier bag. They
will be collected on Friday 5" December. Many thanks

Qj Feeding  FOOD COLLECTION CHECK LIST s tatarcntons o

Fa m i I les a minimum 3 month expiry date.
O Cereal (max 500g)" O Baked Beans

O Qil (11itre) O Chopped Tomatoes

O Pasta (max 500g)° O Tinned Fruit

O Tinned Tuna O Tinned meat

O Microwaveable Rice Pouches (any O Biscuits

O flavour) O UHT Milk

O Pasta Sauce O Honey/Chocolate Spread
O Curry Sauce O Dried Fruit/Nuts

O Tinned Vegetables O Chocolate/Sweets

O Tinned Soup O Handwash

*larger items don't fit in the boxes

Message from the Parish of the Durham Martyrs

We will be soon launching our programme preparing for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. If you are interested in learning more about this programme or
signing up to receive the Sacrament please let Sarah & Ciaran know by email
to sacramentofconfirmation2025@gmail.com

Those in Y8 and older are welcome to receive the sacrament in May this year. The
programme consists of 6 preparation sessions where we explore the Sacrament and
a wonderful retreat.


mailto:sacramentofconfirmation2025@gmail.com

Coming up next week:

Advent

Next week we will begin the season of Advent, where we prepare for the birth of Jesus
at Christmas. During this time, your child will be given a travelling nativity to bring
home for the night. This will contain the Nativity story, a candle, a nativity set and a
small purple cloth so that the children can enjoy the story with their family and spend
some time in prayer. Please make sure that this is returned the following day and
that all items are checked when putting them back in the bag, to ensure everyone in
the classes have the opportunity to experience the travelling story.

Saturday 29" December 10.30-12.30 Christmas Fair

The Parish Christmas Fair takes place in St. Joseph’s Church, Gilesgate, DH1 2]G,
featuring stalls from various parish groups and charities. There will be raffles,
tombolas, refreshments, a children’s entertainer and craft stalls.

Sunday 30t December 9am Y4 Sacramental Preparation Mass
We look forward to seeing our Y4 children at Church on Sunday for 9am Mass where
the theme will be Reconciliation and we take time to ask for forgiveness.

Mon 15t December Y4 First Holy Communion session 3.15-4.30pm
Y4 children to stay in school for their next preparation session. Parents will be
welcomed into class at 4.30pm for final prayer.

Wed 3 Dec 10am Nursery open morning

If you have a child who will be 3 before 1% January, please come along to our Nursery
meeting. We will discuss options for 15 or 30 hour places and offer a tour of school,
including our fabulous early years.

Thur 4" Dec Archery taster day
All Key Stage 2 classes will have the opportunity to try out Archery across the day.

Thur 4" Dec Movie Night

All children who have bought a ticket from the Friends of St. Godric’s are welcome to
stay for movie night. This will include a drink and snack. The children are invited to
bring in Christmas PJs to change into (please do not send in ‘onesies’ as the children
get too hot and they are also difficult to get in and out of when going to the toilet).
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Fri 5t Dec Early Years to Hardwick Park
Early Years to visit Hardwick Park for a ‘Stick Man” Workshop.

Fri 5" Dec 2.30pm Y5 Craft activity Stay and Pray
Parents/carers invited into school for a craft activity followed by end of day prayer.

Year 4 Residential meeting Tues 6" Jan 3.15pm
We will be holding a meeting for parents of Y4 children to discuss the upcoming
residential and offer a question and answer session.

Kind regards,

= Lol
Mrs Bridon
Head Teacher

A prayer for the first week of Advent

As we begin this season of Advent,
open our hearts to Your presence.
Grant us the grace to watch and wait in hope
for the coming of Your Son, Jesus Christ.
As we light the first candle of our Advent wreath,
may its gentle flame remind us
that You are our light in the darkness
and our guide along the journey.
Strengthen us in faith,
purify our hearts from all that distracts us,
and help us to prepare a place for Christ
with patience, humility, and love.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Renew us, restore us, and remain with us.
Amen.




