Jesus said.: I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will have the light of life!” John 8.:12
Our Mission: ‘Be the light’

Friday 6% June
Dear parents/carers,

Welcome back to the final half term of the year. The dates for the remainder of the
year have been sent out via Arbor but are also at the end of this newsletter.

News from this week...

Wednesday 4" June New Reception parents meeting

Thank you to all the parents who joined us for our meeting on Wednesday. We are
very much looking forward to welcoming our new Reception children in September.
Our first set of transition dates are 1%t and 3™ July and times were included in the
welcome packs.

Friday 6" June London trip

A fantastic day on Friday with Year 6 as we travelled down to London. In the morning,
we did some sight-seeing around Buckingham Palace, had our photos taken outside
number 10 Downing Street and went for a lovely Italian meal. The afternoon was a
walk along the embankment, a tour of parliament including both the House of
Commons and the House of Lords before ending the day with a McDonald’s. An extra-
long Friday but a one filed with lots of lovely memories that the Year 6 children will
hopefully treasure. A special thanks to the staff who accompanied the children on the
day, and an extra big thank you to Mrs Wade, who not only accompanied the children
but also planned all the various activities that the children took part in.
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Weekly Attendance

Year Attendance

School target is 97%
Year N2 76.2%
Year R 91.9% )
Year 1 94.3% b Great attendance from Nursery 1 this
Year 2 96.4% | weekd
Year 3 99.7% A
Year 4 96.8% )
Year 5 99.4% A
Year 6 96.3% |

Mobile Phones

We are committed to ensuring the safety and well-being of all our children. As part of
this commitment, we kindly ask that mobile phones not be used during drop-off and
pick-up times on our school grounds.

These busy moments are crucial for maintaining a safe and orderly environment for
children as they arrive and leave. By minimising phone use, we can ensure that
parents and carers are fully attentive, helping to keep all students safe and reinforcing
positive interactions within our school community.

Leave of absence requests

Any leave of absence requests should be made in advance (preferably with 14 days
notice). Please note that due to new laws in place this academic year, we are not
able to authorise any holidays. Where absence is 5 days or more or where a holiday
is requested when attendance is already below our target of 97%, a referral will be
made to the Local Authority. This could result in a fine. We also ask that you consider
these requests very carefully. All children will be taking part in end of year
assessments this half term and Year 1 and Year 4 have national tests to complete (the
Phonics screening and Multiplication Times tables check



Updates from the Friends of St Godric's

Please come along to our next coffee and cake morning which is in the school hall on
Friday 13™ June starting at 9am. Please enter via the main office.

Upcoming dates:

e This week the Friends of St. Godric’s are collecting any items suitable for a
tombola/raffle prize. Please send in items with your child.

e Our next Nursery meeting is Wednesday 11" June at 10am. Please come
along if you have a child who will be 3 years old during the 2025-26 academic
year to find out more. Our Nursery offers 15/30 hours provision depending
upon eligibility, flexibility with sessions and we have places in our wraparound
care.

e The Durham Dash takes place on Wednesday 11 June after school at
Beamish Museum. The children taking part have been notified.

e Friends of St. Godric’s are leading the next coffee and morning on Friday 13t
June. Please come along if you can. We would really appreciate homemade
and/or bought cakes. The children are invited to purchase a cake. Please
provide a £1 donation. Donations will go towards school funds.

e On Saturday 14 June at 10am Our Y4 children will either be making their
First Holy Communion or receiving a special blessing at St. Godric's Church.
Please keep the children and their families in your prayers.

Kind regards

= Sl

Mrs Bridon
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2" June — 18 July

Week commencing 2" Jun

Y4 Multiplication Times tables check

Week commencing 2" Jun

Summer Fayre collection of used good quality toys

Wed 4™ Jun 10am

Meeting for parents of children starting Reception in September

Fri 6*" June All day

Y6 Trip to Parliament in London
Meet at train station 5.50am
Pick up from train station 22.25pm

Fri 6% June 2.30pm

Y2 Creative Prayer Parents/carers invited

Week commencing 9t Jun

Y1 Phonics Screening Test

Week commencing 9t Jun

Summer Fayre collection of tombola items

Wed 11" Jun 10am

Open morning for parents of children starting Nursery in September

Wed 11t Jun

Durham Dash at Beamish (2 teams to be selected and info to follow)

Fri 13t Jun 9am

FoSG Coffee morning and cake sale

Sat 14th Jun 10am

Y4 Sacrament of Holy Communion

Week commencing 16 Jun

Summer Fayre collection of sweets and chocolates

Fri 20t Jun 8.30am

Tempest Photography for Y4 children wearing First Holy Communion
day outfits

Fri 20" Jun 10am

Mass for Y4, parents and sponsors, followed by tea/coffee and cake

Fri 20" June

Tempest photography YR and Y6 whole class photo

Fri 20t Jun 2.30pm

Y3 Creative Prayer Parents/carers invited

Mon 23" Jun 3pm onwards

Parents/carers to prepare for Summer Fair (no children)

Wed 25% — Fri 27t Jun

Y5 Holy Island retreat

Wed 25 Jun AM

Selected children from Y4/Y6 choir to perform Celebration of the Word
for a Diocesan meeting held at Ramside hotel (further details will
follow if your child has been chosen)

Fri 27" Jun 2.30pm

Y4 Creative Prayer Parents/carers invited

Sun 29t Jun Summer Fayre
Mon 30" Jun Y6 YMT Primary Festival
Tues 1%t Jul New Reception class visits Group A — AM Group B - PM
Thur 3 Jul New Reception class visits Group B — AM Group A - PM
Wed 2™ Jul PM Early Years Super hero sports festival in school
Thur 3 Jul Y5 Celebration of Sport Bishop Wilkinson Catholic Education Trust event

at Gateshead Stadium

Fri 4" Jul 2.30pm

Y5 Creative Prayer Parents/carers invited

Fri 4t Jul Y6 Transition day for pupils attending St. Leonard’s
Tues 8t Jul 6pm Y6 Play
Wed 9" Jul Sports Morning 9.15-11.15 on school field
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Thur 10 Jul Move up morning
All new Reception children to attend from 9-11
Fri 11t Jul Reserve Sports Morning (if Wed 9% has to be cancelled) 9.15-11.15 on
school field
Fri 11t Jul End of Year Reports out to parents
Mon 14t Jul Y1 Hardwick Park trip
Wed 16" Jul 2pm Y6 Celebration of the Word followed by coffee/juice and cake for
parents/carers and Y6 children
Fri 18t Jul End of school year Please note that the final day of the school year will
end at the normal time of 3.15pm.

Mon 215t July — Fri 29" Aug Summer Holidays 2025-26 Staff Training on Mon 1% Sept. School will reopen to
pupils from Tues 2nd Sept 2025,

Lord Jesus, as God's Spirit came down and rested
upon you, may the same Spirit rest on us,
bestowing his sevenfold gifts-

First, grant us the gift of understanding, by which
your precepts may enlighten our minds:
Second, grant us counsel, by which we may follow in
your footsteps on the path of righteousness-
Third, grant us courage, by which we may ward off
the enemy’s attacks-

Fourth, grant us knowledge, by which we can
distinguish good from evil-

Fifth, grant us piety, by which we may acquire
compassionate hearts:

Sixth, grant us fear, by which we may draw back
from evil-

Seventh, grant us wisdom, that we may taste fully

the life-giving sweetness of your love:

- St- Bonaventure



